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TO  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report, 
the  contents  of  which  have  been  curtailed  in  accordance 
with  Circular  2604  (England),  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of  work  in  the 
Health  Departments  of  Local  Authorities  and  the  need  for  strict 
economy  in  the  use  of  paper4  >  the  Minister  considered  that 
interim  reports  only  should  be  made.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  to  preserve  all  records,  including  statistics,  in  order 
that  a  comprehensive  report  giving  separate  annual  records  may 
be  presented  after  the  termination  of  the  war., 

* 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remained  satisfactory 
during  the'  year  despite  the  vast  social  changes  which  have 
occurred  since  the  outbreak,  of  the  war. 

As  reported  last  year,  the  Health  Committee  continued 
to  make  adjustments  in  its  services  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
war-time  conditions.  Practically  the  full  peace-time  activit¬ 
ies  have  been  maintained  and  facilities  have  been  extended  for 
such  additional  work  as  Scabies  and  Diphtheria  prevention, 
issue  of  special  foods  to  children  at  Clinics  for  the  Ministry 
of  Food,\  and  issue  of  clothing  coupons  to  expectant  mothers 
for  the  Board  of  Trade, 

i 

The  relative  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cerebral 
haemorrhage  and  perhaps  also  the  increased  incidence  of  gastric 
and  duodenal  ulcers  would  appear  to  be  a  reflection  of  war-time 
stress  and  strain.  Increase  .in  the  number  of  notifications 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  is  disquieting;  it  is  referred  to  in 
detail  in  the  report.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  disease  will  bo 
tackled  from  now  angles  in  the  future.  The  importance  of  freeing 
patients  from  financial  worries  until  they  have  completed  treat¬ 
ment  is  a  point  for  urgent  consideration. 

Infectious  Disease  conformed  more  or  loss  to  the  average  of 
the  previous  two  or  three  years,  except  Measles  which  was  more 
prevalent  than  usual.  Diphtheria  showed  an  increasing  virulence 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  many  ‘serious  cases  were 
admitted  to  hospital.  I  would  draw  your  attention  to  tho  fact 
that  there  are  many  children  under- 5  and  quite  a  proportion  of 
school  children  not  yet  immunised,  despite  the  publicity  given  by 
the  Council  to  the  town’s  immunisation  scheme. 

CI030  supervision  had  to  be  given  to  the  purity  of  food, 
and  milk  supplies,  because'  of  difficulties  in  preparation, trans¬ 
port  and  untrained  staffs,  all  of  which  increased  the  possibil¬ 
ities  of  contamination  and  adulteration.  This  section  of  Public 
Health  work  becomes  oven  more  important  in  war-time  than  in  peace¬ 
time.  Several  cases  were  taken  in  the  Courts  with  a  view  to  bring¬ 
ing  to  the  notice  of  all  food  dealers  and  purveyors  the  necessity 
for  very  careful  supervision  and  adherence  to  recognised  standards. 
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A  feature  of  the  year  ‘  s  work  was  the  great  demand  for 
Hospital  facilities  for  maternity  cases.  New  y/ards  opened 
in  1940  did  not  offer  sufficient  accommodation  for  all 
bookings  and  an  overflow  ward  was  opened  in  the  main  Hospital. 
The  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees  took 
stops  to  bring  bhe  domiciliary  midwifery  treatment  and  clinics 
into  closer  co-operation  with  the  hospital  facilities,  and 
under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Senior  Resident  Obstetrical 
Officer  at  the  Hospital.  In  this  way  the  Service  was 
strengthened  and  the  best  specialist  advice  made  readily 
available  for  all  cases. 

Hallam  Hospital  lost  a  very  devoted  Medical  Superintendent 
through  the  death  of  Professor  Douglas  Stanley,  who  had  been 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  for  some  14  years.  His 
wide  hospital  and  consultant  experience  proved  of  the  greatest 
value,  firstly  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  later  to  the  Health 
Committee  when  the  Hospital  was  appropriated.  His  cheerful 
manner  and  hlo  ‘old  world*  .courtliness  were  deeply 
appreciated  by  staff  and  patients  alike.  The  Council 
gratefully  recorded  a  tribute  to  his  services. 

Civil  Defence  Casualty  and  Emergency  Hospital  Services 
were  maintained  and  extended  during  the  year.  The  Emergency 
Committee^  policy  of  including  the  senior  service  officers 
at  the  regular  meetings  has  enabled  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  correlate  the  Casualty  Services  with  the  Civil 
Defence  organisation  and  with  the  hospital  and  health  activities 
of  the  town. 

A  special  word  of  thanks  is  due  to  the  general 
practitioners  whose  ranks  were  further  depleted  during  the 
year.  The  proportion  of  doctors  per  1,000  of  the  population  was 
much  below  that  average  recommended  for  tp.e  country  as  late  as 

July,  1940. 

'The  Department  is  specially  grateful  to  the  Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman  and  members  of  the  Medical  Services,  Health, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  War  Nurseries,  School  Medical, 
Mental  Welfare  and  Emergency  Committees  for  their  kind 
interest  and  consideration,  I  should  like  to  thank 
staff  for  the  loyal,  efficient  and  cheerful  manner  in 
which  they  have  carried  out  their  work,  often  long  after 
ordinary  duty  hours. 


I  am, 


Rib.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


BIRTHS 


Two  figures  for  births  are  given  by  the  Registrar-General 
M  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth  rate  1,‘358  and  (b)  for 
Infantile  and  Maternal  Mortality  1,346. 

Birth  Rate  1940'  1941 

18,94  17*13 

DEATHS 


The  total  number  of  deaths  was  1,014,  compared  with 
1,148  in  1940, 


Death  Rate 

1940 

1941 

. 

14.50 

12,79 

Maternal  Deaths: 

Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Causes 

4 

3 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

2.71 

2.23 

Infantile  Deaths 

103 

92 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

69 . 3 

68.3 

Principal  C auses  of  Death 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  ton  years1  table  set  out 
below  that  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Heart  Disease  were  approximate 
to  the  yearly  average  for  the  period.  During  the  war  period  a 
definite  increase  is  recorded  in  deaths  from  Bronchitis, 
Tuberculosis  and  Circulatory  diseases:  the  strain  of  war-time 
circumstances  has,  in  all  probability,  caused  the  increase  in 
the  latter  group. 

The  reduced  number  of  deaths  from  Pneumonia  in  the  past 
3  years  may  be  attributable  to  the  new  drug3  procurable  during 
that  period. 

The  following  table  indioates  the  principal  causes  of 
death  during  the  year  1941 . 


Heart  Disease  168 
Cancer  112 
Bronchitis  99 
Intr a- cranial 

vascular  lesions  81 
Pulmonary  Tuberoulosis  75 
Pneumonia  74 
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Deaths  during;  the  last  IQ  Years 


Causes  of  Death  1932  0933  0934  0935  0936  0937  0938  0939  1940  094L  Yearly 

Average  ' 


Cancer 

128 

104 

114 

114 

133 

112 

120 

107 

110 

112 

115.4 

Heart  Disease 

138 

158 

156 

143 

184 

170 

182 

168  167 

168 

163.4 

Pneumonia 

92 

107 

79 

110 

74 

95 

108 

74 

84 

74 

89.7 

Bronchitis  and 
other  Respiratory 
Diseases  79 

61 

72 

70 

73 

56 

57 

64 

113 

108 

75.3 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage  etc 

.56 

38 

48 

48 

54 

55 

58 

61 

81 

81 

58.0 

Tuberculosis  - 

Pulmonary 

48 

57 

70 

57 

42 

61 

53 

56 

75 

75 

59.4 

Non-Pulmonary 

7 

15 

6 

6 

10 

5 

10 

11 

12 

7 

8.9 

Total(all  forms) 

55 

72 

76 

63 

52 

66 

63 

67 

67 

82 

68.3 

Infant  Deaths 

The  table  hereunder  shows  that  the  deaths  under  one  month, 
mainly  due  to  premature  birth  and  congenital  defects,  were  fairly 
constant,  in  proportion  to  the  total  deaths,  during  the  10  years 
1932  -  41.  The  diversity  in  the  remaining  groups  is  such  as  to 
proclude  the  drawing  of  any  conclusion  which  would  indicate  a 
•special  line  of  investigation . into  those  deaths.  One  notable 
feature  in  the  reduction  in  the  numbers  in  the  6  to  12  months 
group  during  the  period  1936  -  41. 

»  .  .  *  •  • 
Infant  Deaths  in  Age  Groups  for  10  years  1952  -1941 


YEAR  Under  lnath.1- 

-3  mth3. 

3-6  mths. 

6-9  mths. 

9-12  mths. 

TOTAL 

1932 

56 

36 

21 

20 

14 

147 

1933 

56 

25 

19 

24 

18 

142 

1934 

40 

22 

11 

16 

10 

99 

1935 

45 

18 

27 

21 

20 

131 

1936 

53 

17 

19 

7 

12 

108 

1937 

54 

13 

20 

11 

8  * 

106 

1938 

53 

12 

11 

10 

4 

90 

1939 

53 

12 

10 

7 

5 

87 

1940 

45 

26 

16 

5  • 

10 

103 

1941 

43 

14 

28 

6 

2 

‘  93 

iO  Years* 

Averago 

49  .8 

19.5 

18  -  2 

12 .7 

10.3 

110m  5 

/ 

Infant  Deaths,  1941 


Causes  of  Death  _  (Registrar-G-enoral) 


w 

f 

M. 

.  F. 

Total 

Cerebro-Spinal  P'ever 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

1 

Diphtheria 

- 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

a 

2 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Mbasle3 

1 

- 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

■  3 

4 

Pneumonia 

10 

7 

17 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  • 

1 

- 

1 

Diarrho ea 

6 

5 

11 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

- 

2 

Premature  Birth 

10 

8 

18 

Congenital  Malformations,  Infantile 
Diseases  and  Birth  Injuries 

11 

11 

22 

Violent  Causes 

1 

1 

All  Other  Causes 

6 

3 

9 

_ 

' 

Total  52  40  92 


INFECTIOUS  A  IIP  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases 

Incidence  of  Disease 

Notifications 


>  * 

* 

1940 

1941 

Scarlet  Fever 

203 

180 

Diphtheria 

190 

139 

Pneumonia 

84 

48 

Meningitis  (Meningococcal) 

23 

12 

Erysipelas 

29 

16 

Meades 

114 

261 

Whooping  Cough 

79 

132 

Others 

29 

14 

t 

Totals 

? 

751 

802 

tb)  Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease  (R »G ,f inures ) 


Moaslos 

1940 

2 

1941 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

c# 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

4 

Diphtheria 

18 

.13 

Encephalitis ' Lethargica 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis-  Pulmonary 

75 

75 

Non- Pulmonary 

12 

7 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

6 

6 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

l 

Typhoid  Fever 

.  1 

Totals 

124 

109 

5- 


(o)  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  (R,  G.  Figures) 


1940 

1941 

Bronchiti s 

92 

99 

Pneumonia 

84 

74 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

21 

9 

Totals  - 

197 

182 

Report  on  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

The  infectious  disease  which  gave  greatest  concern  in 
1941  was  again  Diphtheria.  While  there  were  46  fewer  cases  from 
West  Bromwich  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  disease  was  no  les3 
virulent  than  formerly  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
reduction  in  the  death  rate.  There  were  14  deaths  from 
Diphtheria,  8  of  these  in  children  under  school  age,  of  which 
7  were  between  2  and  4  years.  The  seasonal  incidence  of  this 
disease  was  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  the  majority  of  oases 
occurring  between  October  and  December.  Its  virulence  appeared 
to  increase  progressively  through  the  year,  there  being  an 
average  of  1  death  in  39  cases  in  the  winter  quarter,  1  in  13  in 
the  spring,  1  in  12  in  the  summer,  and  1  in  9  in  the  autumn. 

Out  of  133  cases  of  pure  diphtheria  there  were  complications  In 
51,  and  25  of  these  were  severe,  six  being  cases  of  pharyngeal 
paralysis.  Four  tracheotomies  were  performed  in  the  year,  though 
only  one  of  these  was  a  West  Bromwich  case.  Experience  during 
1941  bears  out  the  fact  that  the  only  real  safeguard  against 
Diphtheria  is  immunisation.  No  death  occurred  in  a  child  which 
had  been  fully  Immunised,  and  of  the  very  few  immunised  children 
who  contracted  the  infection  all  recovered  without  complications r 

Numerically  speaking,  Scarlet  Fever  cases  rank  next  in 
importance  of  those  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital*. 
The  incidence  of  this  disease  showed  a  slight  increase  over  the 
previous  year,  but  for  the  most  part  its  mild  character  was 
retained.  There  were  no ■  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever.  Thirty  out' 
of  136  cases  developed  complications;  7  otorrhoea^  12  adenitis. - 
(2  requiring  operation);  4  heart  lesions;  1  rheumatism; 

1  acute -mastoiditis  (operated  on  by  Mr,  Gilhospy) ;  2  nephritis; 

3  various  Inflammatory  lesions.  Sixty-devon  West  Bromwich 
cases  were  given  serum  in  1941. 

More  measles  cases  were  admitted  than  in  the  previous 
year,  a  total  of  16,  Two  of  these  were  Sorflo©  personnel 
there  were  four  sc heal -children  and  ten  pre-school  children. 

Of  the  last  mentioned,  two  developed  broncho-pneumonia  and  died; 
all  the  others  recovered. 

Five  cases  .of  whooping  cough  were  admitted  and  some  other;! 
proved  to  be  incubating  the  disease  on  admission.  All 
rcoovered  except  one  case  which  was  complicated  by  miliary 
tuberculosis  and  died. 

Of  the  remaining  West  Bromwich  miscellaneous  patients  thero 
were  3  with  pemphigus  neonatorum,  all  of  which  recovered^ 
four  cases  of  chickenpox  and'  5  of  dysentery  (transferred  .from 
Hallam) ;  three  of  erysipelas,  all  responding  well  to 
chemotherapy.  No  cases  of  enteric  were  admitted  from  the 
Borough,  and  there  wore  fewer  infections  of  the  -central  nervous 
system,  there  being  only  one  case  of  meningitis.  There  was 
one  case  of  encephalitis  following  chickenpox,  which  recowered 
well  while  in  Hospital.  Nino  cases  of  simple  tonsillitis 
were  admitted,  sent  in  as  diphtheria,  and  12  temporary 
carriers  of  the  diphtheria  bacillus. 


Inmuni  so  t  i  o_n  ago  i  not  Diphtheria 

The  number  of  persons  immunised  during  1941  is 
as  follows  - 

Children 

Under  5  -15  Other  Persons  TOTAL 

6  yr3.  years 

901  2,495  25  3,421 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  attendance  at  Welfare  Clinics  was  most  satisfactory 
having  regard  to  war  conditions. 

Plans  in  respect  of  2  Day  Nurseries  were  prepared  and 
brought  forward  to  ensure  an  opening  early  in  1942. 

There  Is  only  one  Maternity  Home  in  the  borough  and 
this  was  visited  periodically  and  inspected. 

Home  visits  paid  b  '  Health  Visitors  to  expectant  mothers 
were  449,  compared  with  478  in  1940. 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers  was  continued; 

122  mothers  received  treatment,  dentures  being  supplied  in 
29  cases.  Ninety-six  pre-oohool  children  wore  dentally  treated 

Additional  duties  required  to  bo  done  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Department  this  year  were  (i)  the  issue 
of  clothing  coupons  to  expectant  mothers  for  the  Board  of1 
Trade  -  in  this  connection  774  cases  were  dealt  with;  and 
(ii)  distribution  of  Fruit  Juices,  Cod  Liver  Oil  etc.  for 
j;he  Ministry  of  Food  -  2,].29  children  were  registered  to 
receive  such  supplies p  and  distribution  took  place  during 
the  routine  sessions. 

Maternal  Deaths  ,  1941- 

Sepsis 

Other  Causes  3  Death  Rato  2.23 


Midwifery  Service 

The  average  number  of  midwives  in  the  service  of  the 
Authority  wes  ten;  the  number  of  confinements  attended  was 
789,  655  aa  midwives  and  134  as  maternity  nurses. 

Measures  v/ore  adopted  to  bring  the  domiciliary  service 
more  closely  Into  relationship  with  the  Hospital  maternity 
service,  and  the  Resident  Obstetrical  Officer  at  Hallam 
Hospital  has  been  in  close  consultation  with  the  Medical 
Officers  .and  Midwives  throughout  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  tendency  to  rise  in  the  incidence  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  a  feature  which  is  causing  grave  concern. 

As  in  the  war  years  of  1914  -  1918,  it  appears  that  the 
prevalence  of  Tuberculosis  is  increasing. 

An  additional  New  Case  Clinic  has  been  started  in 
West  Bromwich,  In  order  to  bring  relief  to  the  routine  clinics, 

*  I 
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There  la  no  doubt  that  the  possibility  of  mass 
radiography  will  havo  to  be  considered  in  the  near  future. 
Tocoften  arc  caooo  referred  when  the  disease  is  well 
established,  and  therefore,  it  is  incumbent  that  attention 
be  paid  to  early  diagnonio,  especially  in  the  adolescent 
and  young  adult. ago  groups.  ; 

The  tuberculosis  service  needs  considerable 
strengthening  both  nationally  and  locally,  and  in  any 
post-war  planning  joint  schemes  should  be  considered  by 
Local  Authorities,  in  order  to  provide  a  full  and  efficient 
service,  which  would  make  use  of  a  full-time 
Specialist  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Such  schemes  would  be 
linked  up  with  clinics,  special  facilities  for  chest  surgery, 
full  and  adequate  sanatorium  facilities,  follow-up  schemes 
linked  closely  with  the  After-Care  Committees,  and  Almoner1 3 
Departments  whereby  financial  assistance  could  be  forthcoming 
to  cases  which  all  too  often  return  home  before  completion  of 

[treatment,  in  order  to  provide  the  normal  family  income. 

T$ia  financial  bogey  is  a  very  real  one  and  has  been  the  cause 
of  many  a  tragedy  in  this  town  and  in  the  country, 

■ 


New  Cases 


1941 

Mai  e  3 

Females 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

129 

81 

210 

Non-Pulmonary 

5 

rr 

O 

8 

Totals 

134 

84 

210 

1940 

* 

Pulmonary 

122 

62 

184 

Non-Pu lmo nary 

.4 

2 

.  6 

Totals 

126 

64 

190 

Notification  and  Registration 

Notifications  received  during  the  year  were 
Pulmonary  102;  Non -Pulmonary  12.  The  number  on  the 
Notification  Register  at  31.  12.  41,  was  444,  and  the 
Dispensary  Register  306, 

Examinations 

New  cases  examined  numbered  210,  and  the  total 
attendances  at  the  Dis  pensary  was  1,711,  Radiological 
examination  was  carried  out  in  the  case  of  332  patients. 

Home  Conditions  and  After-Care 

Domiciliary  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  and 
District  Nurses  amounted  to  1,234, 

The  Voluntary  Care  Committee  continues  to  givJp  excellent 
assistance  to  necessitous  patients;  the  year*  s  expenditure 
was  £69.  Is.  Gj-d, 

Sanatoria 

One-hundred-and-cix  patients  were  sent  to  Sanatoria. 

Tho  average  duration  of  stay  was  85.5  days. 


8 


1 


' 


\  * 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS 


The  particulars  of  mental  defectives  in  the  borough 
on  the  31st,  December,  1941,  were  as  follov/s  - 

A,  Defectives  ascertained  as  "subject  to  be  dealt  with" 

M,  F,  TOTAL 

1,  Under  M Order 11 

(a)  (1)  In  Institutions  (excluding 
those  in  State  Institutions) 

Under  16  years  x  13  7  20 

16  years  and  over  65  83  i!48 


(2)  On  Licence  from  Institutions 

Under  16  years  - 

16  years  and  over  7  14  21 

(b)  (1)  Under  Guardianship 
(excluding  cases  on  Licenoe) 

Under  16  years  - 

16  years  and  over  35  8 

(2)  On  Licence  from  Guardianship  - 


2,  In  *place  of  safety* 
Under  16  years 
16  years  and  over 


1  1 
1  1 


3,  .Under  Statutory  Supervision  28  28  56 

Awaiting  removal  to  an  Institution  -  1  1 

Defectives  not  at  present  “Subject  to  tbe  dealt  with” 


Under  voluntary  supervision 
(a)  maintained  by  parents^  relatives 
and  others 

In  receipt  of  out-relief 
Wholly  maintained  by  Local' 
Authority  in  Institutions  or 
Voluntary  Homes 

w  Reported  to  Local  Authority 
from  reliable  source 
(l)  Children  between  14-16  years 
(a)  Other  Cases 


4  5  9 


3  3 


7  5  12 

37  44  81 


164  197  361 


HOSP IT  Ah  SERVICES 

HAL LAM  HOSP ITAL 

Admissions  show  a  diminution  in  relation  to  the 
previous  year  on  account  of  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
heavy  air  raids  of  the  winter «,  The  work  of  the  Maternity 
Department  showed  a  continual  Increase  and  itG  quality  was 
enhanced,  by  further  development  of  the  services  available. 
Service  patients  and  air  raid  casualties  wore  treated  under 
the  E,  M.  S.  arrangements. 

Brief  tribute  must  be  paid  to  Professor  Douglas  Stanley 
whose  retirement  and  death  took  place  during  the  year. 

In  192B  he  brought  what  is  best  in  the  voluntary  hospital 
tradition  and  Implanted  it  into  the  embryo  hospital.  Through 
his  guidance  and  wisdom  and  energy  those  things  flourished  and 
imparted  an  individuality  unique  among  municipal  hospitals. 
They  will  endure  as  a  living. and  tangible  monument  to  him  . 


o 


Dr,  J.  H.  Sheldon  ac:epted  an  invitation  to  become 
Visiting  Physician, 

Other  important  changes  of*  staff  took  place  and 
We re  smoothly  effected,  notably  the  appointment  of  Miss  Hill 
bs  Mat'hon  and  Mr.  Taylor  as  Steward. 


Men  toner. 


Admissions  &  Births  938  1,746  1,629 
Discharges  &  Deaths  964  1,735  1,651 

Cases  were  admitted  as  follows:- 

4,313 

4i>t350 

1941 

x9-=:0 

4,831 

4,693 

1940 

County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich 

2,833 

3,195 

Other  Authorities 

1,376 

1,513 

Miscellaneous  (War  Casualties) 

104 

123 

4,313 

4,831 

Operations 

1941 

1940 

Major 

360 

397 

Minor 

987 

937 

1,347 

1,334 

K  including  Air  Raid  Casualties, 


Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  show  a  significant 
increase,  the  totals  being  465  cases  in  1941,  compared  with 
360  oases  in  1940*  Peptic  ulcer  and  its  complications 
accounted  for  95  cases  in  1941,  and  73  cases  in  1940, 

•  Conversely,  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  showed 
a  considerable  decline,  from  271  in  1940  to  204  in  1941, 

Of  these  pneumonia  decreased  from  163  to  118. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL 
Admissions  during  the  year 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Whooping  ether 
Cough  Cases 

TOT  AH 

West 

Bromwich 

156 

140 

14 

5  44 

339 

Other 

Authorities  34 

74 

1 

—  5 

» 

114 

Service 

Cases 

1 

2 

8 

13 

Totals 

171 

216 

17 

£  67 

466 

' 


■ 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS 


The  Emergency  Hospital  scheme  wa3  further  developed 
during  the  year,  A  number  of  nurses  as  additional  members 
of  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  were  trained*  and  a  proportion 
of  beds  was  left  ready  for  potential  air  raid  casualties. 

In  the  Casualty  Services  plans  were  prepared  for  a  new 
First  Aid  Post  and  Cleansing  Station  at  Hill  Top  and  a  new 
Cleansing  Station  at  Spon  Lane  and  work  was  commenced. 

The  Casualty  Services  consist  of 

2  Hospitals 

4  First  Aid  Posts 

6  Cleansing  Stations  (2  not  attached  to 

First  Aid  Posts) 

8  First  Aid  Party  and  Ambulance  Depots, 

2  Mortuaries 

The  total  number  of  personnel  enrolled  in  the  Casualty 
Services  exceeded  BOO  (exclusive  of  Hospital  services). 


SUPERANNUATION  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


The  under-mentioned  superannuation  medical  examinations 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  staff 


Number  of  examinations  67 
Accepted  60 
Deferred  for  re-examination  6 
Rejected  1 

Number  of  re-examinations  4 
Accepted  3 
Rejected  1, 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
2  ,  LODGE  ROAD, 
WEST  BROMWICH 

10th  July,  1942, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  .'OR 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  31  ST  DECEMBER,  1941. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

*  # 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  ou  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1941  on  the  work  of  the  Department  relating  to 
Sanitary  Circumstances,  Housing,  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of 
foods  and  Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  year  much  time  was  devoted  to  Civil  Defence 
matters  particularly  in  connection  with  the  organisation  for  the 
marking,  collection  and  decontamination  of  Civilian  and  anti-gas 
clothing,  -ood  Decontamination  and  filleting. 

The  urgent  demand  for  the  reclamation  of  all  aste  and 
dormant  materials  from  house  refuse  has  also  placed  a  constant 
strain  on  the  cleansing  services. 

.  Sanitary  Circumstances  oi  the  Roroivgh. 

Record,  of  insnoctidns  made. 


Special  Housing  Inspections 

378 

Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  etc. 

452 

Mis cellaneou s  Ins pec  tio ns 

9  ,3.86 

Re -inspections 

3,048 

Caravans 

24  - 

Theatres,  Cinemas  etc. 

36 

Offensive  Trades 

37 

Lodging  Houses 

39 

factories  and  Workshops  (Section  5) 

55 

13,455 

Not'M  os  served . 

Irnf  ognrial  Sta_tjrbo_ry  To.fcaj 

Notices  served  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936.  741  169  930 

The  number  of  sanitary  improvements  effected  as  a  result 
of  these  notices  was  9  68. 

Inf  cot  i  ous  Pi  s  ea  se  s  . 


Number  of  visits  made  by 

San  i  ta  r y  Ins  pe  c  t o  rs  .  80 

Number  of  disinfections  carried  out.  .312 

Court  Proceedings. 

Number  of '  ca  se  s  uncle r  Se  c ti  on  9 4 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  1 

Number  of  cases  under  Section  3 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  1  • 

pi  si n f e_s ta  t  ip n. 

•  Number  of  Council  Houses  disinfested  with  BONN  9 

Number  of  houses  treated  with  insecticides.  23 


/'  se  nott  u*  fJt'  M  ‘  ’JT 

/ 


Number  of  houses  the  subject  of  demolition'  or  Clearance 
Orders  demolished  during  the  year. 

By  Owners  ’  41 

By  Local  Authority  Nil 

Total  number  of  houses  demolished  since  the  inception  of 
the  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

Clearance  Areas.  1,425 

Demolition  Orders.  474  1,899 

The  total  population  displaced  from  the  1,899  houses  was 
8,66  7  persons. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 


and  Da  lries_. 


Number  of  licences  issued  under 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1938.  23 

Number  of  Mill:  Samples  taken  for 

Bacteriological  Examination.  54 

Number  satisfactory.  25 

Number  unsatisfactory  .  29 

Number  of  visits  node  to  dairies  and  cowsheds.  125 


heat  and  Other  Foods. 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  actively  engaged 
on  slaughtering  pigs.  • 

Number  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses 

Number  of  visits  made  to  shops  and 
food  premises. 

Number  of  animals  notified  for  slaughter 
under  Publ i c  Heal th  ( Mea  t )  Regula  t i  oils  . 

Number  of  pigs  killed. 

Number  of  Pigs  inspected. 


839 


70 

9,770 

9,770 


All  diseases  exeeot  tuberculosis. 

■  ■  3-  KX-^jrr. - .  s  Tr-cr  -  » — rt  Jty  J3r.  «:.  A  r^  ai  =pn^-r~_^-  x. i 

•Thole  carcases  condemned.  5 

Carcases  oi  which  some  part  or  organ 

r;a  s  condemned*  252 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 

with  disease  other  than  tuberculosis.  Bc6 

Tuber c u  1  o sis,  o nl y . 


VJ hole  carcases  condemned.  13 

Carcases  *of  which  some  part  or  organ 

V7 as  condemnedr,  57 0 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 

with  tuberculosis.  5.1 

t 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  was  7~tons  15  cwts.  1  qr .  5  lbs.,  as  under 


r~"''  ~  Y~  r*  *  r~ 

1  JiiC  O  L-  O  • 


Per': 

B  ac  c-  n 


Bsc  f 

Rabbits 
Sausage 
Pol  on:.* 

Sggs  (21  gross  9-J  dozen) 

frui  t 

Oats 

Beans 

Tinned  Goods 
Miscellaneous 


o 


1j 


g 

5 


9 

3 

3 

o 

1 

3 

1 


1 

3 

C 

3 

2 

3 

1 

: 

3 

0 

2 


3 

3 

6 

13 

_ 

27 

16 

9 

0 

24 

15 


Tot 


al 


7  15  1  5 


?o o d  and 

: y-J-  -»-■  ■it^i 


Drug s  Act,  13  36. 


the  above 

V-:  1  v 

analys is . 


A  total  of  ^44  sarnies  of  foods 


Act 

?V  n. 


for  Chemical 
following  is 


jnrio.1  *3  —  s  o-i i a  o  _ 
a  table  of  the 


and  Drags  aero  taken  under 
this  nurte  r  104  rera 
sarnies  sutrutted  for 


- - - - 

Oc~. -1  vj _ L  tfo  S0il  1 

- - 

tisfac  tor*r  ! 

7Jn  sstisf.c  tor  - 

•adulterated. 

l 

1 

*<  "  *- 

-  -  A - *.  • 

i  u.af'  «  .  j  u  1  a 

— .  L  jL 

:  Others 

•  .*  1 

r*  t: 

_/  L  4*0  i.  o 

_ 

f  irst 

!  ! 

; 

luarte  r 

18 

/7  • 

*J*x 

18 

r?  <7 

o3 

- 

Socond 

* 

■ 

ft 

7  uar  te  r 
Third 

24 

nr 

24 

OQ 

_ 

Quarter 

|  23 

25 

OO 

22 

1 

CT 

o 

fourth 

*  « 

39 

Quart  ar 

39 

48 

35 

M 

9 

Totals 

104 

140 

99 

« - 

123 

. 

— 

5 

,  n 

_ 

1 

J 

Twenty-two  star  pi  es  were  ce  reified  as  adulterated 
per  cent  of  the  total  samples  taken.  The  percent  age  of 
nilk  samples  adulterated  was  4,6  and  of  other  foods  or  drugs 


g  s  12.1. 


The  adulterated  sarnies  sere  u.s  under. 


lumber  of 
S^?l2 

>  Article. 

- 1 - 

Dcficienc”  or 
a  hilt  oration. 

Action  taken 

6530  and 

Sulnhur 

Vendor 

6555 

Tablets. 

39rr  Sulphur . 

C  dht-v  -  ita  Li.  « 

6542 

Beef  and 

Vendor  and 

»rc  gs  ta  cl  e 

34  -  added 

r.  cJiuft.  cturcr 

Cubes . 

Starch • 

cautioned. 

6558 

Cheese 

-.i  -/  m 

Ye  ndor 

Ponder . 

Shirred  hi  Ik. 

cautioned . 

6584 

~? -  TO  r\r>?  -v* 

i;o  eggs 

— V  V.  ^  ■»»  •-*  ■»—  1 

a ^  sc*,  i/ . 

See  snog _e 

6510. 

66  21 

-ilr. 

"I  ("Vf  f 

1.  ^  -v  _fc.  O 

def  ioi  ait . 

Von. for  warned, 
s  *ib  s  o  a  uc  nt  s  :.rpl 
ge  nm  no . 

/ 


f  "  ■  ■ 

Number  ;f 
|  Sample 

Article 

•  Deficiency  or 
adulteration. 

1 

action  token 

6610 

Egg  Powder 

only  Dried  Egg. 

Fined  A15  plus 

10/6  costs. 

6627 

.Egg  Powder 

conta  ined  only 
small  amount  of 

Qrrrr  . 

^  o  o  • 

False  label. 

La  bel  altered 

6633 

Egg  Powder 

Mixture  of  -Flour 
and  yellow  analine 
dye . 

Technical  error 
in  service  of 
s  umn 0  ns  .  Sum  no  ns 
withdrawn. 

6677 

Milk 

2.9 'f,  extraneous 
l  wat  e  r » 

Vendor  warned,  , 
subsequent  samples 
genuine . 

6678 

Milk 

3.5fo  extraneous 
wctcr. 

Vendor  . nr new, 
subsequent.  sanrOcs 
genuine  . 

6689 

Milk 

4,07V  extraneous 
wat  er  , 

Vendor  vnrnod ,  - 
subsequent  samples 
genuine  . 

6691 

Milk 

3.5'>  extraneous 
•'/ate  r. 

V  e  nd  or  w  /  ,r  ne  d ,  . ,  ,■ 

s  ub  s  0  n  ue  nt  s  am  pic  s 
genuine . 

6641 

' 

! 

"Ergs  teed” 

Pa  Is  e  label. 

1 

Vendor  war ne d ,  j 

label  altered. 

6643 

' 

"Lem  Dem" 

Deficiency  of 
Vitamin  C. 

"Th  0 le  s  .~le  r  w  ix  ne  d . 
label  altered. 

6661 

Oxtail 

Soup . 

Deficiency  of 
total  solids. 

Vendor  warned. 

• 

6684 

Edible 

Gel  ..tine 

Conte. ined  l/iJth 
grain  of  arsenic 

* 

See  later  samples 

1 

6713 

Edible 

Gel  f*tine 

Contained  l/lOth 
grai n  of  arsenic 

Proceedings 

wending. 

6714 

Edible 

Oc  k. tine 

Contained  l/33rd 
grain  0.  arsenic 

Proceedings 
pending . 

' 

6698 

Boracic 
Ointme  nt 

Deficiency  of 

Boric  Acid. 

Vendor  warned, 
subsequent  samples 
genuine. 

6721 

"Eggba  ta” 

False  lc  bol 

Tholesaler  warned, 
label  altered. 

6725 

• 

L  I 

ESS 

Substitute 
■’Ohio  f  tain 
♦  Powde  r,T 

Deficiency  of 

7  O' j0  Carbon 

Dioxide . 

i 

Vendox  cautioned, 
label  altered. 

The  year  has  been  remarkable  Tor  the  number  of  e„g  and 
other  food  substitutes  which  have  been  placed  on  sa^o  and  found 
not  to  be  genuine.  The  manufacture  of  Coed  substitut<  s  is  now 
controlled  by  the  .Ministry  of  .  o  od.  under  the  food  Substitutes 
(Control)  Order.  19  41,  vvhich  came  into  oner  at  ion  on  the  27th 
October,  19  41. 

^  Proceedings  were  pending  in  connection  with  samples’  of 

i(Hblo  Gelatine  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Pi iblio  Cleansing 

House  Refuse  Collection  end  Disr)0  sal 


Total  number  of  houses  end  other 
premises  from  which  refuse  was 

collected.  21,598 

Total  number  of  loads  of  refuse 

collected*  26,344 

Total  tonnage  of  refuse  collected.  26,108 

Tonnage  of  Nightsoil  collected.  366 

Tonnage  collected  from  cesspools.  1,055 


The  gross  cost  of  collection  was. 
The  Gross  cost  of  disposal  was. 
Total  cost  per  ton  of  collection. 
Total  cost  per  ton  of  disposal. 

Cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per 
1,000  population. 


£15,660 
£6,386 
11s.  11.95d. 
4s.  10. 7d. 

£276  18s.  5 ,08d . 


Much  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  suitable  labour  to  replace  that  called  up  for  the 
forces  and  representations  were  made  to  Government  Departments  in  an 
endeavour  to  retain  men  engaged  upon  this  vital  service  of  house 
refuse  collection  and  disposal  but  without  sucess.  Jemal e  labour 

has  been  used  for  salvage'work  but  the  number  of  women  suitable  for 
the  work  is  limited. 


Shortage  of  transport  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
spare  ports  has  also  contributed  to  the  disadvantages  under  which 
the  department  carried  out  its  duties. 


Salvage. 


A  drive  for  Salvage  Stewards  was  made  during  the  months 
of  May  and  June  by  your  Voluntary  Salvage  Organiser  (Mrs.  Reg. 
Siddons,  J.P.),  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Staff  and  1,340 
"Salvage  Stewards”  were  enrolled.  Most  of  the'  work  was  carried 
out  during  the  evenings  and  I  would  like  do  express  my  gratitude 
to  Mrs.  Reg  Siddons  for  the  extraordinary  amount  of  work  put  in 

by  her  which  materially  assisted  in  the  success  of  the  drive. 

A 

The  monthly  totals  of  salvage  collected  were 


Tons  cwts.  qrs.  £.  a.  d. 


J  anunry 

27 

3 

3 

111 

7 

0 

Pebruar:/ 

64 

19 

2 

196' 

13 

8 

March 

118 

19 

2 

378 

5 

11 

Apr  il 

62 

2 

1 

191 

0 

9 

May 

93 

10 

0 

303 

3 

11 

June 

94 

11 

2 

326 

4 

9 

July 

92 

13 

O 

Cj 

300 

6 

10 

August 

71 

5 

1 

256 

2 

10 

Septembe  r 

74 

3 

0 

215 

15 

8 

October 

98 

2 

3 

328 

6 

5 

November 

,67 

7 

3 

366 

16 

0 

Dec  ember 

9  8 

15 

0 

316 

10 

1 

983 

zj-zr  -»  .• 
t _ v  -J-’i 

13 

.i-» 

3 

3,293 

»:  j..  y.  a.  » 

13 

-o — — 

-  -  Ai-p 

10 

The  total  tonnage  of -salvage  collected  during  the 
previous  year  was  9  38  tons  1  cwt.  1  qr.  which  was  sold  for 
£2,485  4s.  9d. 

The  following  comparative  table  gives  the  increase  or 
decrease  over  the  previous  year  to  the  nearest  decimal  figure. 


y'' 


1940 

19 

11.  . 

:  ''Increase 

Decree 

sc .  . 

rial 

.  Tons 

,  £  . 

»  Tons 

1.  £  . 

.  Tons  , 

'*»  < 

Tons 

i  -A* 

Paper 

382.0 

»uttL"* 

1442.4 

554.4 

2259,5 

172.4 

817.1 

Scrap 

95,4 

19  2.1 

69 .5 

128.4 

25.9 

63.6 

Tins 

381. § 

658.1 

262.8 

525.6 

88,4 

132.5 

er rous 
crap 

2.0 

3.1 

4.1 

111.8 

2.1 

98.7 

es  and 
ars 

3.4 

17.1 

9.2 

33.0 

5.8 

15.9 

and 

egging 

19.2 

76.8 

27.9 

165.8 

8.7 

89.0 

tt 

35.7 

22  .9 

32.7 

•  20.4 

3.0 

2,5 

12.6 

39 . 4 

11.3 

39  .5 

.1 

1.3 

illaneous 

40 

33.4 

11.6 

14.6 

28.4 

18.6 

tabor  of  Galvanized  Dins  placed  in  Streets 

for  Food  waste  at  the  end  of  the  ye;r  .  .  316 


Yours  obediently. 


7.'.  W.  POMES, 


CHOP  SANITARY  inspector  and 
SUPER  I NTH  ND3NT  REFUSE  REMOVAL 
AND  DISPOSAL, 


